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1-23. (Canceled) 

, 24. (Curremly Amended) An isolated nucleic acid comprising a aw**** 
ry pobamcleslide sequence selected from the group consisting of: 

3 (a) ^Li^sQismd^ 

/ NO: 2: and 

^ n nucleotide sequenc^complementary m (a) olC* ^vJJl^^ 

25 (Previously Presented) An isolated nucleic acid according to claim 24, ) ^ ^\^\ 
whereinoneormoreof the codons in said SEQ ID NO: 1 are replaced with a degenerate ) ^^oJ^ • 

codon. 

26 (Cunendy Amended) An isolated nucleic acid accoming to claim 24, wherein 
said nucleotide sequence comprises one or more functionally neutra. sense mutauons 
^Hfee Mhe o u u l a^ m jitim nrrt^ y wherejn fee, changes in the jolynnH m^ s^ence , 
^ njtgr, fr * *ncnd ^ gp ni^e uolvi*-itti<le or its activity. 

27. (Canceled) ^ 

28. (Previously Presented) An isolated nucleic acid comprismg £ nucle^/^M^ 
encoding a protein with the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Canceled) 

1 31. (Currently Amended) An isolated nucleic acid comprising a nncleotide 

-V sequence selected from the group conning of: ^ . 



3 
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tf (b) a «****ide fflvnucleotite sequence encoding fee/polvpcptide 



^ sequenc e S&forth - in SEQ ID NO: 4; and 

£ (c) n ******** ^ivmicfcorifc sequcnc^complementacy to (a) or (b). 
, 32. (Currently Amended) A vector comprising the isolated nucleic acid ©feey-ene 
uf rlnimf ™ 3i Sf fl^Y "* e of ^ninn ZfcZfi. ?° ft* 

33. (Currently Amended) The vector of efaiia^ daira^ wherem said vectoris 
an expression vector. -f»«weJW*veJl u>UAf 

34. (Currently Amended) [[A]) AjLi§2laKSl hosi ceU^atfrismg the vector of 
claim 32. 
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